Iatrogenic causes of large pleural fluid collections in the premature infant: ultrasonic and radiographic findings.
Ten cases of large pleural collections, all of which were iatrogenically induced in premature infants, are presented. There were five instances of hypopharyngeal tears communicating with the right pleural space, three of chylothorax secondary to superior vena caval obstruction in patients undergoing total parenteral nutrition catheterization (TPN), and two of direct erosion by the inferior vena caval TPN catheter into the pleural space. Ultrasonography was most helpful in detecting these pleural collections. It is important to recognize the presence of pleural fluid in these infants as a marker of iatrogenic injury.